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Welcome to our Christmas Newsletter…it’s amazing that
we are at the end of 2018 already, and what a year it has
been! We know that you get bombarded at this time of
year so this will be a short and sweet update - a wee
Christmas cracker (Johnny wanted that in somewhere!).
This card was designed by Edina Donald, she
sends her Christmas wishes to us all at Kiran's Trust. We
supported Edina a few years ago and she has kept in
touch ever since. We are very pleased to say that a lot of
Edina's work is on display in our website gallery. You
can find Edina's work here - Edina's Portfolio. Psst, if
you're a big Red Dwarf and Transformers fan then she
has a couple of pieces made for you!

The News Round-up
Firstly, we have moved to a new, permanent home. Wandered for too long and too far and
now we are a mile from Blackness Castle, the scene of many blockbuster movies and TV
series!
In our last newsletter we mentioned this is our second
year supporting Scottish Book Trust’s ‘What’s Your
Story?’ project. In November we were invited to a
special event: The Spotlight on Writing Parliamentary
Reception sponsored by Joan McAlpine MSP in the
Garden Lobby at the Scottish Parliament. We were very
pleased to hear Kiran’s Trust mentioned as a major
sponsor!
Amelia Puchala was supported by Kiran's Trust and is

pictured here with with Gail Ross MSP at the reception.

This Christmas it was a great pleasure to support Tweed Theatre’s production of Jack &
the Beanstalk. Director Katharine Mathison told us it was a complete sell out across all
three shows!

We are very privileged to
have a great partnership
with Larbert High School.
This year’s prize-giving
evenings were especially
fantastic as our friend and
supporter, Deborah Grubbe
(Debs), flew from her home
in Pennsylvania to spend 3
days with the young people
at the school…and give out
the prizes on the
evenings. Debs is an
international STEM
Ambassador and NASA
Advisor. Thank you Debs
for believing in us!

Our Art & Design Scholar at
Larbert High School, Josh
Hale, won a competition to
design the gates for a
water sanctuary called
Carron Dams. Carron Iron
works were famous for their
products especially the
Carronade cannons used
by Admiral Nelson. Josh's
design reflects the works,
cannons and the wildlife
that now inhabit the old
dams water courses.
Doesn't it look fantastic!

Two quick Young Carers updates for you. In July we again supported the Scottish Young
Carers Festivals. There were two locations this year to make it easier for Young Carers to
attend. Our resident entertainer and magician, Mr. Billy Reid, hosted both the opening
shows and did some close up magic oﬀ stage…which always goes down a storm!

Our partners MagicFest,
along with magician Prof
Richard Wiseman and the
super talented, energetic
and all-round wonderful
bunch at Edinburgh Young
Carers took a year to
develop an exhibition
called NOW YOU SEE IT,
NOW YOU DON’T. It is a
mind-bending collection of
impossible photos from
around Edinburgh taken by
photographer Julie
Howden. Each photograph
features young carers
(aged 5-17) doing what
they do every day of their
lives - making the
seemingly impossible
possible. We provided
financial support to make
sure the young carers had
transport and appropriate
clothing. The exhibits are
showing at The Scottish
Storytelling Centre and
Museum of Childhood in
Edinburgh until January
29th 2019.
Outsider Art
We had the absolute pleasure of
supporting this young man, local artist
Calvin McCluskie, to run a stall at the Out
of the Blue Christmas market in
Edinburgh. Calvin is autistic and a very
talented, emerging artist working in print
and sculpture. Sarah Galliers from Space
Artworks said, “The aim was to help
Calvin build confidence, enhance skills,
engage with customers, and learn about
display and to provide him with an
income from his artwork and develop his
professional practice.”

Success breeds Success
Working with Central Taekwondo for nine years has been a very fruitful partnership
for us both. The club celebrated their 25th birthday recently and have developed an
amazing bunch of young talent. This past 6 months has been no exception.
Junior World Champion Jordyn Smith has just been voted Scottish SportsAid
Sportsperson of the Year 2018. Natasha Wilson and Tegan O’May, competed in the
World Poomsae Championships in Taiwan ranking extremely well. Erin Shaw won

gold and Neve Hogg won silver in Zagreb at the Croatia Open. Neve is also the
current British Champion in her weight.
Our 2018 Kiran Martin Indomitable Spirit Award winner is Kara McLaren. Kara (11)
works so hard, never missing a class, and is one of the best all-round Black
Belts. She is a member of the GB Poomsae Squad, a Kiran’s Trust Scholar for 2018
and also competes in Kyorugi. Kara is the ideal taekwondo student, always
courteous and polite and never gives less than 100%. (Trophy sponsors LECS
Upholstery, Falkirk).

You shop. Amazon and Easyfundraising gives.
We are delighted to tell you that being part of Easyfundraising for the past couple of years
and Amazon Smile has been very successful and that’s to do with you…the
shoppers! As it stands right now, we have raised almost £1000 via Easyfundraising, and
in the last month alone nearly £20 was banked by Amazon Smile. This all at no cost to
you whatsoever.
If you want to further this support then sign up at Easyfundraising
For Amazon Smile please register at Amazon Smile and then select Kiran’s Trust…happy
shopping!

Upcoming
In October 2009 Kiran’s Trust was born, on what would have been Kiran’s 20th
birthday. On the 9th October 2019 the Trust will be ten years old, which is an
amazing landmark.
Through the support of many people we have achieved so much and there is so
much more we can and would like to do.
We have seen how diﬃcult it is for a small to medium charity to survive financially so
for our 10th year we’d like to raise £10,000. That would be £1000 for every year. We
are in the early planning stages, so you’ll hear and read more as 2019 progresses
via our website, twitter and Instagram feeds.

THANK YOU! If you live in or visit Edinburgh then please patronise our business
supporters…Wm Christies Butchers in Bruntsfield, The St Vincent Bar in St Vincent Street,
and Cork and Cask, Wine & Beer shop in Marchmont Road. Mention our name and thank
them for their support!

Friends of Kiran’s Trust
We are very lucky to have a stalwart group of Friends of Kiran’s Trust, from all over the
UK…and the world, who donate every month or every year via MyDonate, Direct Debit,
directly or indeed by purchasing their online orders via EasyFundraising, and now Amazon
Smile. They do their stuﬀ without fuss and quietly—and to them we say a LOUD THANK
YOU!!! You are our Heroes!!
Do something extraordinary and become a Kiran’s hero, or super-hero!! If you are training
for a challenging event or looking for a fundraising idea then remember us! We will assist
getting your fundraising idea up and running--helping you with advice and advertising
your challenge to family, friends, colleagues, and beyond. And remember our 10th
Birthday Challenge.
If you wish to become a Friend of Kiran’s Trust by making a recurring monthly or annual
donation there are few ways to do this. Go to our MyDonate site, set up a standing order,
or send a cheque.

To donate directly:
Click the 'DONATE HERE' button below
Remember to choose Gift Aid if you pay
UK tax
CONTACT US
Get in touch and keep up to date.
email: hello@kiranstrust.org
website: www.kiranstrust.org
instagram:
https://www.instagram.com/kirans.trust
twitter: @kirans_trust
address: 7 Champany Holdings, Blackness,
EH49 7NR.
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Our aims are simply stated: Kiran's Trust supports the activities and recognises the achievements of others in areas
aligned to Kiran's interests. Without your generous support we wouldn’t be able to do this. Thank You!
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